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WILSON GESNER STAPLETON
Wilson Gesner Stapleton was born in Bath, Maine on Febru-
ary 9, 1901 and over the past 53 years has compiled a remarkable
record of achievement.
Following his graduation from Halifax Academy, Halifax,
Nova Scotia and enlistment in the Canadian Infantry in 1918
young Mr. Stapleton joined forces with the U. S. Army Signal
Corps, the forerunner of our modern Army Air Force, and served
with distinction from 1919 through 1924. To him went the honor
of landing the first Army plane at Boston Airport.
From 1924 through 1928 he resumed his academic pursuits
which culminated in election to Phi Beta Kappa and a B. S. de-
gree at Boston University. After graduation he joined the faculty
of Williston Academy at Springfield, Mass. and it was in this same
year of 1928 that he met Miss Olive Vaughan, a student at Smith
College, and a native of Independence, Missouri. He married
Miss Vaughan in 1933; graduated from Cleveland Law School
with an LL.B. in 1934, and in 1941 he was awarded an M. S. by
Western Reserve University.
He became a member of the faculty of University School and
later Dean of Admissions. He was an instructor in real property
at Western Reserve University, and a professor of partnership,
corporation and real property law at Cleveland Law School. He
became Dean of the latter school and, upon the merger of John
Marshall and Cleveland Law School in 1946 he was invited to
become Dean of the new Cleveland-Marshall Law School.
During all this time Dean Stapleton compiled a record of out-
standing achievement in the community. For several years he
served as operations executive over a five state area for the
Regional 0. P. A., and following termination of his tenure in that
capacity he continued to serve as a rating and information execu-
tive. From 1940 through 1944, and from 1952 to the present,
Dean Stapleton served on the Shaker Heights City Council and
on that city's Planning Commission, giving freely of himself and
his time to his friends and neighbors. For two years he was title
and trust officer for the Cuyahoga Abstract Title and Trust Co.;
he is an active member of the American, Ohio State, Cuyahoga
County and Cleveland Bar Associations and has found time to
act as an arbitrator for the American Arbitration Association.
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In addition he is a recognized authority on real property law, be-
ing the author of numerous articles and papers on the law in that
field.
Although finding time to devote to his three children, Olive,
age 10, Wilson M., age 13 and Vaughan, age 17 (whose intention
to become a doctor is leading him in his father's scholastic foot-
steps), time for his flower garden of which he is justly proud
and, above all, time to devote to his wife, the Dean has found an
unbelievable amount of time to devote to his best loved hobby,
the school. Largely through his efforts Cleveland-Marshall has
acquired facilities of efficiency and attractiveness. But of even
greater importance to the students and school is his cooperation
in helping to develop an outstanding faculty with standards of
instruction worthy of an institution of higher learning. His under-
standing and sympathetic attitude plus his sound academic prin-
ciples have all combined to earn him recognition as an outstand-
ing educator and most recently an appointment as President of the
League of Ohio Law Schools.
In 1954 Dean Stapleton was awarded a Doctor of Laws degree
by the Atlanta Law School. The Citation prepared for that cere-
mony read in part as follows: "Yours is the ability to mold and
create. Yours is a record of prodigious accomplishment." No
higher praise can be offered, no truer word said, for no man could
serve his fellow more.
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